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INSTRUCTIONS 
“Grand Line” refers to a set of form compositions which can be played both with and without an accompanying musical composition. If the form 

composition is played without a musical composition, Instructions no. 6.-9. are irrelevant.

1. The piece can be played by 1 or more players.

2. The piece is read from left to right, and choices can only be taken in that direction. The player can only follow one line at a time.

3. Dashed lines   have to be followed from start till end, even if it is crossing other lines.  When at the end of a     , they function 

as transportation lines. When a dashed line goes between two adjacent horizontal lines, it literally means to continue the action you are do-

ing if you do not follow it, and change if you do follow it (as opposed to a solid line, where both actions result in a new choice)

4. Circles indicate repetition. The size indicates the frequency of repetition. The player moves clockwise, and can stay within a circle in-

definitely. 

5. The length of a solid line indicates duration in relation to other lines. If the form composistion is played together with a musical com-

position, repetition and/or the tempo of the content is also indicated by the lengt of the line. The overall time and tempo is relative, and 

can be discussed beforehand. Other indications may be found in the musical composition. Any line that is not strictly horizontal is only for 

transportation to another horizontal line and is not supposed to be given any duration.

6. A1, A2 and so on all the way to G7 are coordinates which are spread out across the musical composition. Sometimes the coordinates stretch 

across a wide area e.g. B2-D5 or B2-D5+G1-G2. The content of the coordinates are to be seen as a reference, not necessarily an absolute, and 

can be freely interpreted.

7. “T” stands for theme, and means that the musical theme is to be played/interpreted from beginning to end. Sometimes the musical composi-

tion will contain more than one theme, indicated by “T2”,“T3” and so on. If the form composition refers to a theme which does not exist in 

the musical composition, it should be read as the former theme: T3->T2, T2->T etc.

8. “S” stands for silence, and “X” means that the player can improvise freely. Pauses and blanks in the musical composition will have the 

same function as “S” and “X” respectively. Sometimes there is practically no difference between these two variations, e.g. when a line reads 

only a single coordinate, and that coordinate instructs a pause or blank.

9.  A coordinate or symbol in parantheses simply indicates a continuation of a coordinate or symbol listed earlier on that line. 
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